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Dear friends in HCE: 

     Hello to 2013 and a sincere hello to all of you from me, Amy Kopecky, 

your new Burnett County HCE president.  A little background on me 

first.  I live with my husband, Jim, on a 20 acre hobby farm northeast of 

Webster.  We have four girls of our own who have moved on to colleges 

and a first career job across Wisconsin and Minnesota.   

     I thought about all that HCE has to offer and what I enjoyed most 

about HCE, and I came up with quite a list-here goes: fun, relationships, 

food, crafts, education, community service, outreach, leadership, 

opportunity, programs, exercise and being healthy, international, 

competition, laughing, caring, fundraising, reading books, travel, and 

creativity.  Did you find some that relate to you?  I’m sure those are just 

some of the things and opportunities that make HCE great and we can 

look forward to for years to come. 

     Some new changes for Burnett County HCE include our new Family 

Living Educator(FLE) getting married.  Her new name is Dani Ganje.  

Also, there will be a full time secretary coming soon to help in the office. 

     Many of you have also heard our North district will be joining with the 

Northwest district as of January 2013.  This will bring a few changes with 

leadership and event locations.  Muriel will stay on as district director and 

will lead us through these interesting and exciting times. 

     I also want to thank the past officers for their dedicated service and 

welcome our new officers who will keep HCE strong and growing in 

Burnett County. 

 

Sharing in the fun- 

Amy Kopecky 

Mic roso f t  

Newsletter Editor & Designer:  Amy Kopecky 
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Happy New Year! 
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Dear HCE Friends -  
 
It is 2013 and we all made it! No Mayan disaster befell us in December and another year has come and 
gone. It seems to me that each minute, day, month, and year has taken on a snowball effect. It just 
keeps going faster and faster, more time keeps going by until before we know it...poof! It’s 2013. 
 
Now, I am not one typically one for New Year’s resolutions, but I feel that some are in order in my 
life as time becomes more valuable. The new year is a great time to take a step back and look at where 
you can take steps to improve yourself. Personally, I need to take steps to balance my time, make 
time for family, give back to my community, de-clutter, organize my home, and de-stress. Any of 
those things ring true for you? What goals can you set for yourself, your family, home, and 
community this year? 
 
Specifically, as we look at HCE this year, what goals can we set as an organization? Are we doing what 
we can to best represent the mission and goals of HCE in our Homes and Communities? What have 
you done to benefit your local HCE club? Can we do more for our clubs? Our community? Our 
World? 
 
I offer these challenges to encourage you to make 2013 one of the best yet! For yourselves and for 
Home and Community Education. 
 
-Danielle Ganje 
Youth & Family Educator 
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At our meeting in November, Bernadette Blakely, North District Committee 

member, had written an exercise program that all members could take part in.  The 

title is “On the Move and In the Groove.”  A few counties have already tried this 

program and liked it, so we would like to see all WAHCE counties participate in the 

program and have some fun doing it. 

 March 1 through  May 20, 2013 

 Decide on a destination. 

 Record 20 minutes of any sustained exercise. 

 Recording outcomes of the members by the secretary at the club level was very 

successful. 

 Each club reports at the county meetings. 

 Results are published in the newsletter. 

 The county Family Life Chair compiles the results and forwards them to the 

District Family Life Chair. 

 The hope is to have enough participating counties to report the results at the 

annual HCE State Conference in September. 

 A chart is available for your use. 

 Happy “moving days.” 



 
BURNETT COUNTY ASSOCIATION FOR HOME AND COMMUNITY EDUCATION        

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING  AGENDA 
 Tuesday, January 15, 2013, 10:30 am 
Government Center- Room 162/163 

 
 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER   Amy Kopecky- President 
OPEN WITH HCE CREED 
SECRETARY’S REPORT    Jan Frazee 
TREASURER’S REPORT    Judy Marek 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
  Historian      Amy & LaVonne 
  International/Family Life    Amy Kopecky , Chair 
  Marketing/Membership    Irene Peterson  
  Program/Community Outreach/ 
     Cultural & Textile Arts    Diane Medaglia, Chair 
  Scholarship     Karen Brooks, Chair 
  Wisconsin Bookworms ™Coordinator   Maggie Hess 
  Wisconsin Bookworms ™Finance  Karen Brooks 
 
ADDITIONAL REPORTS: 
Family Living Educator    Dani Ganje 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
 
 
ANY OTHER UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
ANY OTHER NEW BUSINESS 
 
CLOSE WITH WAHCE PRAYER 
 
FUTURE MEETINGS: 
  Northwest District Spring Meeting, Pilgrim Lutheran Church, Frederic, Thursday,  
                   April 25, 2013 
  BCAHCE Recognition Meeting, Date and Location to be announced, Odd’s and End’s Hosts 
  2013 WAHCE Conference, September 17,18,19– Manitowoc, WI 
  Northwest District Fall Meeting, Spooner, WI October 17, 2013 
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Club  Notes 
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O ctobers meeting was held at Cedarwood 
Manor with 8 members attending. 

Scholarship0 money was collected as were pennies 
for friendship. Nominations were made for Officers 
and they will stay the same. LaVonne O’Brien-
President, Diane Medaglia-Vice President, Amy 
Kopecky-Treasurer/Historian, Georgeann Flatten– 
Secretary. 
 Mexican Night reminder was given and was 
held two days later. Well attended and everyone 
enjoyed the food as well as the presentation given 
by Amelia Calixto. Thank-you Amy  for organizing 
this event and to Linda Moser for helping out as 
well.  
 Meeting was close after discussion of 
possible Christmas party meeting places. Members 
worked on updating history of Harmony Club. 
 November found members again meeting at 
Cedarwood. All members were present! Dues were 
collected as were gifts of money to be given to 
Salvation Army in lieu of gifts to each other. 
LaVonne then took the opportunity to tell members 
of the need for bell ringers during the Christmas 
season. Encouraged members to volunteer.  
 Diane gave a report on the Executive Board 
meeting. Harmony’s Amy Kopecky is the new 
President! Other positions gave new people as well. 
She talked about the new program books and asked 
for  program ideas. Stay tuned...the program for this 
meeting was presented by Carolyn Pittman. She told 
us about a book that was written by her sister 
Barbara Deese and Co-Author Dortothy Olson. The 
book is titled Murder at Spirit Falls. She read a few 
pages and captured members attention. There were 
books available for purchase and members took 
advantage to find out “the rest of the story”. Thank-
you to Karen Brooks for asking Carolyn to share with 
our  club.  
 Decembers’ “meeting” was a gathering to 
celebrate the season at Webster's’ new Fresh Start 
Roasters. 

M et at Margaret’s house with 7 
members and 1 guest attending. 

Muriel led the meeting and started by giving a  
report on state conference. We will be joining 
with Northwest district who as over 800 
members. Muriel won a blue ribbon on her 
wall hanging. Discussion on District meeting in 
Poplar. Baby gifts for first baby born in HCE 
week are to be brought to Kathy. Janet and 
Judy will do the article for the newspapers. 
Project was crafts for Fall meeting.  
 Welcomed new member Brenda 
Goepfert in November. Eight members 
present at meeting at Kathy Frazee’s house. 
Collected money for water wells in 
Bangladesh. Muriel discussed meeting at 
Rosholt. Discussed new scholarship plans and 
then collected baby gifts for Avril, the new 
baby girl born during HCE week, to be 
delivered by Judy, Janet, and Irene. December 
will be a Christmas party instead of a meeting. 
New officers are Kathy Frazee-President, Judy 
Marek-Vice President, Janet Frazee– 
Treasurer, Margaret Britton– Secretary. 
Project was decorations for Fall meeting.  



 

  
   

    1       Articles due for Update 
    3 WI Bookworms™ reading-Head  Starts 
    8 1 pm, Odds ‘N’ Ends Meeting 
    15 10:30 am Executive Board &, Program 
 Chairs , Rm. 162/163       
    22 10 am, Harmony Club meeting 
 

 
  

       7  WI Bookworms™ reading at Head 
 Starts 
     12 1 pm, Odds ‘N’ Ends Club Meeting 
    TBA 11:30 am Harmony Club  Cedarwood  
 Luncheon 

   
 
 

        1  “On the Move & In the Groove” starts 
        7 WI Bookworms™ reading at Head 
 Starts 
      12 1 pm, Odds  ‘N’ Ends Club Meeting 
      19 10:30 am, Executive Board & Program 
 Chairs Meeting, Room 162/163 
      26 10 am, Harmony Club Meeting 

 
 
 

       1 Scholarship application is due 
       5 WI Bookworms™  reading at Head  
 Starts 
      9 1 pm, Odds  ‘N’ Ends Club Meeting 
    TBA Douglas County Crafty Day 
     23 10 am, Harmony Club Meeting 
     25 Northwest District Spring Meeting, 
 Spooner 
    TBA International Evening with Foreign       
 Exchange students 
 

    

HCE Upcoming Events  

Odds ‘N’ ENds Club 

delivers gifts 

The Odds ‘N’ Ends Club of the 

Burnett County Home and Community 

Education Association delivered a 

basket of baby gifts to Avril Geiger. 

Avril was born on November 6 at 

Burnett General  hospital. She was the 

first baby born during the HCE week, 

which is the first week in November. 

Sara and Will are delighted to 

welcome the newcomer to their little 

family. Congratulations to this family 

from the Odds ‘N’ Ends Club HCE. 
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Association for Home & Community  Education 
       Fall County Meeting and Luncheon                                 

Burnett County Government Center, Room 165 
       Thursday November 21st 2012 

Attendance – 5 - Harmony, 7 - Odd’s “N” 

End’s, - 1 Member @ Large. 

Meeting was called to order by Co-President 

Kathy Frazee. Opened with the WAHCE 

Creed. Jan Frazee read our September, 2012 

report; it was put on file for review. 

Adeline Ingalls went over treasure’s report. It 

was put on file for review. 

Amy Kopecky and LaVonne O’Brien went 

over historian report. Amy also reported on 

our International dinner. It went well. Had 

different tacos and flan. We had a different 

meat sauce and a person from Mexico came 

and cooked for us. It was way different then 

what we have had in the past. It was put on 

by  

Our 4-H people came with other people from 

the community. It was a great turn out! Diane 

Medaglia is making the new 2013 program 

booklets for us so if you have any new 

programs or suggestions, please call her. 

Judy Mareck gave a report on HCE week. 

Odd’s “N” Ends gives a laundry basket of 

“goodies” for a new baby born in this week 

or soon after. We have a baby girl and her 

name is Avril. More information following. 

We were asked what do our members want to 

do with all of our maps and banners? It was 

suggested to give them to Madison. We also 

need to find out how long to keep all our 

records.   

We have a theme for State Conference 

2013…. Which will be held in Manitowoc … 

“A new day for HCE”… it will be held 

09-9-11-2013… Embracing Change. 

Muriel Anderson gave her report on 

the six counties. We have merged. We 

are now HCE Polk, Barron, St. Croix, 

Dunn, and Chippewa. See more info 

following. Our new North District dues 

will be $.50 and we will keep our dues 

the same. 

We voted in new officers – Amy 

Kopecky will be our new County 

President, Judy Marek will be our new 

County Treasurer and Jan Frazee will 

be our new County Secretary! Thank 

You to all of our members!  

Karen Brooks and Muriel Anderson 

have been working on a new 

Scholarship form. We will be getting a 

new form out as soon as we can, until 

notified, keep using the old form. 

Karen Brooks has been working on 

Book Worms for donations and doing a 

great job! 

Meeting was adjourned with WAHCE 

prayer.     

 

 Respectfully Submitted, Jan Frazee 
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 Algeria is the second largest country in Africa located on the northern side of the continent.  It borders 

Morocco, West Sahara, Mauritania, and Mali to the west, Niger to the south and Libya, and Tunisia to its 

east.  The Mediterranean Sea makes up the northern boundary.  Algiers is the capital and largest city of 

Algeria and is located on the Mediterranean Sea. 

     There are three major land areas in Algeria.  The northern region on the Mediterranean Sea is called the 

Tell which means hill in Arabic.  The central region is the High Plateaus and the largest area, about four-fifths, 

of the country is the Sahara desert.  In the Tell region the temperature ranges from 77 degrees F in summer to 

52 degrees F in the winter.  Most people live in this area.  One-third of the population work here at banks, 

hospitals, government agencies, schools and the like. 

     The High Plateaus region is where cattle, sheep and goats are grazed.  A 

small percentage of people live here because less than 16 inches of rain fall 

here in a year.  Temperatures range from 81 degrees F in summer and in winter 

the average is 41 degrees F. 

     The Sahara desert has very few people living there, only those who work to 

mine the large quantities of natural gas and petroleum found in the desert.  

Temperatures climb to over 120 degrees F daily in this area.  Oases can be 

found here growing date palm trees which are watered by underground springs. 

     Algeria exports mostly natural gas, petroleum and refined petroleum 

products.  It also manufactures construction materials, iron and steel, and 

textiles.  Most privately owned farms only produce enough food for their own 

families.  Though government owned lands produce large quantities of wheat 

and barley.   Other crops grown are dates, olives, potatoes and citrus fruits.  The 

cattle, sheep and goats provide meat and dairy products. 

     The people of Algeria are either of Arabic or Berber heritage.  Nomatic Berbers settled here long ago and 

have been conquered by many different peoples over the last many centuries.  Most recently the French had 

control since 1830.  But in 1954 the Algerians had a revolution to gain their independence from France.  On 

July 3, 1962 Algeria finally received its independence. 

     The French people who lived here moved back to France leaving Algeria to govern itself.  Algeria is now 

governed by a president who oversees the country’s defense and is in charge of the army.  The president 

appoints the Prime Minister who runs the day to day government activities.   Council of Ministers, which are 

appointed by the prime minister, supervise the government departments.  Algeria’s 

national legislature is made up of 295 citizen elected members called the Popular 

National Assembly.  Assembly members and the president are elected every five 

years.  Algeria is further divided into 48 provinces each appointed a governor by 

the president. 

     The people are united by one religion, Islam, as most are Muslim.  Arabic is the 

official language but some French and dialects of Berber are also spoken. 
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On October 25 a 

wonderful program on 

Mexico was held at the 

Government Center.  

Amelia Calixto led the 

presentation with 

Linda Mosher  helping 

with the translation.  

Mexican tacos, many 

salsas with chips, fruit 

and flan for dessert 

was served. 

About 30 people 

attended and learned 

about what Amelia’s 

life was like in Mexico 

and how she made her 

way to Danbury where 

she currently lives. 

Thank you Amelia 

and Linda for sharing 

information about 

Mexico. 



 

New Burnett County 

     HCE Officers 

Judy Marek, Treasurer, Jan Frazee, Secretary, Amy Kopecky, President, and    

                         Muriel Anderson our continuing District Director 

Betty Anne Tubbin’s theme for 2013 is HCE 

Building Community Together for 

Tomorrow.  She encourages each one of us to 

share HCE with others and help them feel like 

they belong by including them in HCE events 

and mentoring them. 

 

Women Walk the World 

will be held on April 29,  

this year.   All Wisconsin 

HCE members are asked 

to participate. 

 


