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Dates to Remember

Burnett County!

Spring officially started on
March 20, but there were no tu-
, lips blooming. We may have to
& 3 wait until Memorial Day for the
s "perma frost" to disappear.

’ On a lighter note, please make

4 plans to attend the great pro-

s grams that have been planned
with you in mind. | know there

6 are precious few week -ends in

6 the summer, but you are im-
portant to that lake you live on!

® Why not fill your mind with some

7 cemprehemsivediaforrmation that

will give you an insight to your
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water and riparian environment?

You'll never regret it.

I look forward to meeting you at
these meetings.

The BCL&RA is always looking
for dedicated people to join the
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BCL&RA Board. If you or some-
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one you know would be interested

in committing some time to en-
hance or association, please call,
write or email Mike Kornmann at
the UW -Extension Office. We'd
love to have you aboard!

Congratulations to Barb Gilbert of

the Burlingame Lake Association.

She was the winner of a paid reg-

istration to the WAL Convention
in Green Bay April 10 - 12.

My tenure as president of the
Burnett County Lakes & Rivers
Association will be ending in July,
but | will remain on the Board of
Directors. | have been appointed
to the WAL Board of Directors.
My appointment will bring the
voice and concerns of Northern

Wisconsin lake areas to a state -

wide organization.

Sincerely,

Susan Wallin, BCL&RA President
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Got Geese?

If you live on Mudhen Lake or any number of other Burnett County lakes the likely answer is, yes. De-
pending on your point of view these geese are either a blessing or a curse. What can | do about geese
on our lake or on my property?

These big birds have a voracious appetite that in the end deposits an average of 28 droppings per day
totaling 1 to 1 %2 pound of feces. Because these birds have a rudimentary digestive system, they eat
frequently and expel their partly digested remains in short order. One estimate clocked the bill to

butt time in just seven minutes. During mid -day and again at night these geese spend time within the
relative safety of their | ocal resting area or
courses are often hard hit as small ponds surrounded by acres and acres of lawn provide ideal condi-
tions for these adaptable turf moochers.

As a lake front property owner your concern might be related to geese impacts on your lawn or how all
that goose poop is impacting the water quality in your lake.

Geese and water quality.  While studies have shown that the greatest impact is on small shallow lakes,
the following actions are recommended to all lakeshore property owners.

Dondtd feed dudVvka seams likggreatdum can easily turn into a nuisance problem quickly.
Your | ake doesndt need the small amount of extr
corn you are providing. Remember just seven minutes from bill to butt. The birds will do just fine on

their own - we call them wildlife for a reason. Even if you view them as fantastic creatures to have on
your front lawn many other folks may not
see it that way. The Department of Natu-
ral Resources and your County Land and
Water Conservation Department receive
numerous complaints from goose weary
lakefront property owners

Limit Lawns. With the loss of prairies
and savannahs, lawns next to water pro-

all animals, habitat is the key for success-
ful goose growt h.
answer, goose-feeding habitat is some-
thing you can control on your lakeshore.
A number of researchers have found that
geese prefer new growth stimulated by
frequent mowing & the same thing that
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turf experts recommend for managing lawns. As the grasses get taller they are less palatable. Geese
also have a preference for fertilized grass over non  -fertilized turf. Not fertilizing and allowing the
grass near the waters edge grow taller and tougher will help discourage goose grazing.

Geese get nervous in confined spaces without a good view at goose eye level. Planting patches of taller
vegetation will help discourage goose use on you property. Vegetation management is the most fre-
guent recommended practice for controlling goose use in parks, golf courses and lakeshore property.

Reconsider your view of the perfect shoreline. We are devoted to our lawns and for some very nice
reasons. However, as they slowly blanket the natural landscapes of our shorelines they eliminate hab-
itat for many lakeshore critters that live inthis vital edge of our lakes. Think about aviewtothe
lake though the trees rather than without them. Consider leaving and un -mowed strip 35 feet or more
in width - slowly this area will re -establish a vegetative zone of taller grasses, shrubs, saplings and
eventually trees djust the kind of stuff that geese want to avoid. Leaving a mowed access path will
provide a nice corridor for getting to and from the lake while minimizing the goose greens along the
water. A serpentine path eliminates the direct view geese desire and will help discourage them from
traveling to the turf area behind the taller vegetation bordering the shore. Turf behind this vegeta-

tive buffer can provide you enjoyment and is less likely to be used by geese as they ponder what un-
known creature is lurking in the buffer

Ultimately limiting the amount of suitable habitat and the size of the goose population will provide
long-term solutions. Finally, most surveys of lakeshore owners suggest that viewing wildlife is a high
priority. With this in mind perhaps a little tolerance for wildlife maybe the easiest solution in most

situations.

New book available
If you have room in the news letter consider adding this "How's The Water?"
You can find additional information on managing geese in the following
publications:

A must for your organization.
Managing Problems Caused by Urban Canada Geese. Available on line at | Explore how lake associations
http://extension.usu.edu/publica/natrpubs/geese.pdf can manage recreational con-

flict. The bookis published

Canada goose web pg.htWmi Ve mwsiwt ¥ wo fi i
goose/html/default.ht ml by UW -Extension and
Aut hor : John Haack, University of edltedbyBObKorth'
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Changing Wisconsin’s Shoreland Development Standards?

The state is launching a broad-based effort to update 34-year-old shoreland standards intended to protect water
quality, fish and wildlife habitat and scenic beauty along navigable lakes and rivers by controlling the density of
development along the waters and creating a buffer around them. The goal is to protect public rights in
navigable waters while allowing property owners to make reasonable use of their properties.

New research, a continuing building boom, and growing complaints from property owners and local
governments are spurring the state to evaluate and revise the standards in NR 115, the state’s shoreland
management program rules. Lawmakers in the mid 1960’s recognized the importance of shoreland areas and the
functions they serve and enacted the Water Resources Act (Chapter 614, Laws of Wisconsin 1965), which
required counties to adopt and administer shoreland ordinances based on minimum state standards. NR 115 was
created to establish statewide minimum standards including minimum lot sizes, how far structures must be set
back from the water’s edge, and limits on removing trees and other vegetation. The standards apply only in
unincorporated areas and are enforced by counties.

Rationale for Changes

In the 30 years since these standards went into effect, development patterns along our lakes and rivers have
changed. Across the state, large, year-round residences are replacing small traditional summer cottages and the
numbers of homes are increasing along Wisconsin’s shorelines. A study on Wisconsin’s northern lakes found
the number of waterfront homes has increased by over 200% since the 1960s. With this increasing
development, there are more and more activities impacting Wisconsin’s waters.

Recent Initiatives

Shoreland management is a balancing act, attempting to protect our navigable water resources while respecting
the rights of individual landowners. In an attempt to reach this equilibrium, 30 Wisconsin counties have
updated or are in the process of updating their local shoreland ordinances. Unfortunately, the current statewide
standards for the Wisconsin’s Shoreland Management Program do not provide much flexibility for local
governments as they seek to develop new and innovative ways to protect shorelands and navigable water in a
manner that minimizes the limitations on the use of shoreland properties.

To find that right balance, DNR is forming a 24-member advisory committee to meet over the next year to
evaluate existing standards and develop a range of options that reflects changes in scientific knowledge and

housing trends since the standards were originally written.

For More Information

Contact Toni Herkert at the DNR at 608-266-0161 or Toni. Herkert@dnr.state.wi.us with your suggestions or
comments on how the program can be improved. You can also ask to be placed on a list of interested parties to
receive rule revision information as it becomes available.

OR
Check the website for updates at http:/www.dnr.state.wi.us and under “Go to some topics™ choose “Shoreland
Management.”

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources provides equal opportunity in its employment,

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

programs, services, and functions under an Affirmative Action Plan. If you have any questions, Bureau of Wale.rShed Management

please write to Equal Opportunity Office, Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240. Box 7921 Madison W1 53707 @
. s y . - ) ) ) 608-266-8030 o

This publication is available in alternative format (large print, Braille, audio tape, etc) upon Prated on

request. Please call 608-267-7694 for more information. g
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