
 

Newsletter Editor:  Marilyn Kooiker 

Newsletter Design:  Marleen Seul 

 

Dear HCE Friends, 

Greetings from Tucson, Arizona.  This year we have all been 
blessed with moisture either rain or snow across our nation.  
Hopefully our dried up ponds will be filled with water this 
spring. 

We wish to thank  Diane Medaglia for serving as secretary 
during the January 19 Executive Board meeting.  We appreciate 
your willingness to fill in for our vacant secretary position. 

Club presidents please encourage a club member to accept the 
position of BCAHCE secretary.  The office does not involve more 
than attending six board meetings each year. 

We were recognized in the Polk-Burnett Electric Cooperative 
newsletter in February for receiving the generous monetary 
award of $1,000 to help purchase books for children in Burnett 
County.  The Operation Round-Up board members awarded 
financial help to eighteen community organizations that 
improve our local quality of life.  We sincerely thank Polk-
Burnett Electric Cooperative for their assistance with our 
Wisconsin Bookworms ™ project. 

 

Remember to attend the Spring North District meeting in 
Hayward on Thursday, April 22 in Hayward.  The meeting details 
should be available soon. 

 

 Sincerely, 

 

 

 Muriel Anderson, 
 BCAHCE President 
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Winter is winding down and Spring is just around the corner.  

I hope you were able to get out and enjoy some of our winter 
activities.  Welcome home to some of our “snowbirds” who fly to warmer 

climates during the winter months. 
 

I would like to remind members that this year’s HCE state conference will be held in Eau Claire 
on September 14-16 at the Plaza Hotel.  It is not too early to make your room reservations.  The 

theme of this year’s conference is “Hats off to HCE – 70 years Strong”.  Let’s have a good attendance 
from our county, since it is so close again this year.  Registration information for the conference will be 
coming out in the May Update.  I hope all members are receiving the Update as it has a lot of 
information on the statewide organization and what other county HCE clubs are doing.  Our district will 
be highlighted in the May issue also, so we need to submit that by April 1st. 
 

I attended the Harmony Club Valentine’s lunch at Cedarwood Manor in Webster on February 9th.  It was a lovely 
lunch – thank you to all the Harmony Club members who prepared and served the residents.  It was delightful to 
see Bonnie Raymond again (now resident of Cedarwood Manor) and to meet some of the other residents.  These 
people truly look forward to the Harmony lunch and appreciate it so much.  Thank you for reaching out to this 
community! 
 
Please look over the coming activities listed in the newsletter and try to participate or attend some or all of them.  
Please ride-share to those meetings/events which are held in neighboring counties, or ride with Marilyn if she is 
attending. 
 
Just to bring you up to speed with some changes in the Extension office – Mary Pardee, 4-H/Youth Development 
Agent, took a position in Barron County (4-H/Youth Development) in January.  We are in the process of getting 
approval to re-fill this position, but it must go through several county committees first.  For the past 6 months we 
have shared the Department Head role three ways (Mary, Mike Kornmann and I).  With Mary leaving, Marilyn has 
now assumed these duties again (not shared with Mike).  Some of my Family Living programming will have to be 
discontinued as I take on these renewed responsibilities.  I will be attending several state-wide meetings, so will be 
out of the office throughout the year for those.  Marleen Seul will 
continue to support the Family Living/Nutrition and Community 
Resource Development programs.  Peggy Tolbert will be supporting the 
4-H program (getting out information on upcoming 4-H contests, etc.).  
If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to call the office. 
 
I’m looking forward to seeing you at HCE and other community events.   
 
 

 



  

 

 
  4 Bookworms™ Reading at Head Starts 
  9 1 pm Firewise Program, Barb Cunningham 
 (see article in this newsletter), Rm. 162/163 
14 Daylight Savings Time Begins 
16 10:30 am HCE Executive board and  
 Program Chair meeting, Rm. 162/163 
23 10 am Harmony Club meeting 

 

 

 
 

 1 Articles due for Update 
 1 Scholarship applications due 
 1 Bookworms™ Reading at Head Starts 

13  1 pm Odds ‘N Ends Club meeting 
17 Douglas County Craft Day 
22 N. District Spring Meeting, Hayward 
27 10 am Harmony club meeting 
29  6-8 pm International Dinner with foreign  
 exchange students and host families,  

Rm. 165 

Club  Notes 
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HCE Upcoming Events  

   
WAHCE Positions Open: 
 Vice-President Program 
 Secretary 
 Membership Chair 
 Cultural & Textile Arts Chair 
Position descriptions are available from the 
UW-Extension office (in the January 2010 
Communicator).  Nominations due to Donna 
Bergsten by April 1. 
 
County Positions Open: 
 Secretary 

Firewise 

How safe is your home in a wildfire?  “Firewise”, a 
plan for escaping damage to your home in case of a 
wildfire, will be hosted by Odds ‘N’ Ends HCE, led by 
Barbara Cunningham, on March 9, 2010 at 1:00 pm 
at the Government Center, Room 162.  It will cover 
landscaping and “firewise” plants among other safety 
measures. 
 
We live in an active fire-prone area, especially this 
time of year.  Fuels are dry and fast burning.  As the 
State is facing a budget shortfall, and vacancies in key 
firefighting positions will not be filled, we need to be 
knowledgeable about fire risks and take 
responsibilities for our homes. 
 
Please call Barb at cell phone 903-826-2952 by 
March 7, 2010 if you are interested in attending, so 
hand-outs can be arranged.  (Bring a Friend) 
 

met in January with 7 members present.  Fran 
Krause led a discussion on the January 19th 
Executive Board meeting.  The 2010 HCE 
program books were distributed.  Seven 
members indicated they would attend the Food 
and Fun program in February.  Donations to 
community programs (Orange School fund, 
Wisconsin Booksworms™, CRA and the Burnett 
Community Library) for 2010 were discussed and 
agreed upon.  The Cedarwood Manor Valentine 
luncheon on February 9th was discussed and 
assignments were made for food.  Diane 
Medaglia will check on making washcloth 
bunnies for Grantsburg Continuing Care Center 
as an upcoming program.   
 
 

No minutes reported. 
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Peru is a country in western South America that borders 

Ecuador, Brazil, Bolivia, Chile and the Pacific Ocean. It is 

most famous for being the home of the Inca Empire from the 

15th century. Peru is also home to many different ethnic 

groups as well as a major historical and cultural site. 

 

Peru became a sovereign nation on July 28, 1819. The capital 

is Lima and the official language is Spanish. The population 

is 30,000,000 which makes it the 41st largest county in the 

world. 

     

Twelve Interesting facts you should know: 

 

    1. People from Peru are called Peruvians. 

    2. The life expectancy is 69.84 years. (This is due to poverty and lack of medical care). 

    3. The largest ethnic group is Amerindians. 

    5. Ninety percent of the people belong to the Roman Catholic religion. 

    6. The literacy rate is 91%, which is remarkable for such a poor country. 

    7. Peru was the homeland of the Inca Empire until 1533 when the Spanish took them over. 

    8. Peru's most famous sport is soccer 

    9.  In west Peru, there are some desert lands, but the east is very tropical. 

    10. Peru's natural resources are silver, gold, copper, timber, fish, petroleum, coal, iron, potash, 

 hydro power and natural gas. 

    11. Peru is has 246 airports. This seems good for their economy. There is only one heliport. 

    12. Peru is home to the famous Lake Titicaca. 
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Hello Ladies ~ Wendi contacted me and asked if I would chair the Nominating Committee.  She was 
reminded of this when she received the minutes of the WAHCE Board Meeting: 
 

"Lylene Scholz reminded District Directors that the bylaws direct them to appoint a 
nominating committee each year, and that the committee should be chaired by the past 
District Director when possible.  The current District Director is not a member of that 
committee."  From WAHCE Board Meeting minutes dated January 23 and 24, 2010. 

 
The positions that we need right now are:  Secretary and/or Treasurer and Director-Elect.  Both of 
these positions are very important to our organization and keeping it alive.  I know that Wendi has 
asked for ideas for these positions, but does anyone have any ideas?   
 
Wendi will be checking with the state president to see if rotating secretaries will be acceptable for 
this position.  She has asked me to be treasurer, but I am having more difficulty getting days off 
from work.  Also, I do not think that it is smart to have the officers mostly from one county.   
 
The director conducts the 2 district meetings per year and attends the WAHCE Board meetings in 
January, April, July, state conference and November.  Most of the state board meetings start at 
1:00 pm on Sunday and are done by noon on Monday. These meetings are held in Stevens Point.  
Expenses to attend this meeting are paid by the state: mileage, motel room (3 people/room), 
dinner, breakfast (from hotel) and $5 for lunch on return home; along with postage, phone, 
copying expenses for conducting the business of the state board.   After each meeting you are 
requested to send a letter to each of the counties.  Also, you are requested to assist the counties as 
needed.   
 
The secretary is responsible for keeping the minutes of the 2 district meetings and distribute the 
minutes back to the counties within 2 weeks of the meeting. 
 
The treasurer is responsible for keeping the money for the district.  She is to write the checks 
reimbursing for expenses and as directed by the Director.  The treasurer is to provide a written 
report/account of the money for the 2 district meetings.  With the assistance of the Financial 
committee, the treasurer also develops a budget for the district based on the income (dues from 
the counties) and proposed and regular expenses.  The district treasurer position is not as difficult 
as the county treasurer as the district does not go through as much money and/or have as many 
meetings as do the counties.  
 
The Director-Elect should have been in place last fall to train this year with Wendi and then take 
the position of Director on January 2011.  The position of secretary/treasurer would take effect as 
soon as elected. 
 
Please put on your thinking caps and help fill these positions!  Without these positions filled our 
organization is going to flounder! 
 
Donna Bergsten 
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Jan -Thailand -------------------- Webster School 

 
 

Laura - Germany ---------------- Webster School 

 
 

Andrew - Italy ------------------- Webster School 

 
 

Akef - Egypt -------------------- Webster School 

 
 

Tais - Brazil -------------------- Grantsburg School 

 
 

Nicola - Austria ---------------- Grantsburg School 

 
 

Gabriella (Gabby) - Colombia --------- Siren School 

 
 

Ilya - Russia ------------------------- Siren School 

 
Upcoming International Night, April 29 

Burnett County Government Center  

Room 165 
6:00 - 8:00 pm 



 

BURNETT COUNTY ASSOCIATION FOR HOME AND COMMUNITY EDUCATION 

EXECUTIVE BOARD AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS MEETING 

Tuesday, March 16, 2010      10:30 a.m. 

 
Meeting Called to Order    Fran Krause, Vice-President 
 
OPEN WITH HCE CREED 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
January 19, 2010     Diane Medaglia, Acting Secretary 
 
TREASURER REPORT    Adeline Ingalls, Treasurer 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Historian      Carole Newman, Chair 
International/Family Life    Amy Kopecky & Carol Newman, Co-Chairs 
Marketing/Membership    Irene Peterson & Dorothy Wellman, Co-Chairs 
Scholarship      Karen Brooks 
Wisconsin Bookworms ™    Mary Poretti, Coordinator 
Wisconsin Bookworms ™    Karen Brooks, Finance 
 
ADDITIONAL REPORTS 
Family Living Educator    Marilyn Kooiker 
 
ANY OTHER ADDITIONAL REPORTS 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Secretary Candidate for BCAHCE? 
Recommended changes for BCAHCE By-laws will not be ready until April. 
 
ANY OTHER UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
North District Spring Meeting in Hayward, attendance 
Information for BCAHCE Spring Award Meeting 
 
ANY OTHER NEW BUSINESS 
 
CLOSE MEETING WITH WAHCE PRAYER 
 
FUTURE MEETING DATES: 
Bayfield/Douglas County Craft Day, April 17 

North District Spring Meeting, Hayward, Thursday, April 22 
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University of Wisconsin, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Wisconsin counties cooperating.  UW-Extension provides equal opportunities in employment  and programming including 

Title IX and ADA.    Requests for reasonable accommodations for disabilities or limitations should be made prior to the date of the program or activity for which it is needed.  Please do so 

as early as possible prior to the program or activity  so the proper arrangements can be made.  Requests will be kept confidential. 

CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB 

www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/burnett


