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Looking for a Great Gathering of Lake Lovers?  Attend 
the Lakes Partnership Convention  
April 24-26, 2014 Holiday Inn Hotel & Convention 
Center, Stevens Point 
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014 marks the 36th year that folks will gather 
statewide to learn about and organize for the pro-
tection of Wisconsin lakes.  In the early years, UW 

Extension organized gatherings of lake district commis-
sioners at the UW Madison and Stevens Point campuses. 
The organizing 
committee at 
that time fo-
cused on the 
threats of acid 
rain, and the 
nuances of 
operating lake 
districts, which 
were still rela-
tively new and 
uncommon.  Now there are more than 200 districts and 
many more incorporated lake associations all working 
hard to protect and restore our freshwater treasures. 

To make it a little easier for all of us to get together in 
one place, we are moving the annual Lakes Partnership 
Convention back to Stevens Point in 2014.  The new 
Holiday Inn on the cityõs east end will be an excellent 
gathering space, and the central location will make it a 
bit easier for lake lovers in north central and northwest 
Wisconsin to join us.  We are also reverting to a sched-
ule that focuses the òmeató of the convention on Friday 
and Saturday, with optional half- and full-day workshops 
and field trips on Thursday.  We hope that by having 
part of the convention on a Saturday, we can attract 
more folks who have weekday work commitments 
which, because of this, have limited their involvement in 

recent conventions.  We believe that by holding the con-
vention closer to the UW-Stevens Point campus, we will 
be able to better connect with professors, students, and 
others who can enliven our annual gathering. 

If you are part of a lake organization, now is a good time 
to think about how many members you would like to 
send to the Wisconsin Lakes Partnership convention and 

who they might be.  Early bird registration 
for the 2014 convention will be approxi-
mately $135 for Friday and Saturday with 
additional costs for Thursday workshops 
and tours (Friday only - about $80, Satur-
day only - about $65).  Registration includes 
morning and afternoon breaks and lunches 
for these two days, a Thursday evening 
Welcome Reception, the Wisconsin Lake 
Stewardship Awards Banquet/Dinner Fri-
day evening, and convention materials.  

We hope that by having part 

of the convention on a 

Saturday, we can attract more 

folks who have weekday work 

commitments. 
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Roger Noe, President  
North Sand Lake Association 
715-635-6309, dknoe5@gmail.com   
   

Susan Wallin, Vice -President  
Deer Lake Association 
715-259-7766, swallin@eraparkside.com 
   

Bob Baker, Treasurer  
Lipsett Lake Association 
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robert.w.baker@uwrf.edu  
   

Buck Gooding 
Love Lake Association 
715-656-7628, lovelake@centurytel.net  
   

Bruce Marx  
Mallard Lake Association 
715-866-5109, bassmarx@earthlink.net 
   

Paul Kipping  
Rooney Lake Association 
715-635-8692, pjkipping@centurytel.net  
   

Fred Kruger  
McKenzie Lake Association 
715-635-7788, frkruger@juno.com 
   

Tim Adair   
Green Lake Association 
timadair@airstream.net  
   

Bill Yorkson  
Yellow Lake Association 
715-866-4010 
williamyorkson@centurytel.net  
 

Arne & Barb Enslin  
715-656-7217 
Hayden Lake Association 
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About this publication:  
 

Editor: Mike Kornmann, UW-Extension 
Community Development Agent 
http://burnett.uwex.edu  
715-349-2151, extension 3 
mike.kornman@ces.uwex.edu 

Burnett County Lakes & Rivers Association, Inc. Annual Meeting ð 
June 29th, 2013, 8:32pm - 9:01pm.  With a fiscal year ending balance of 
$8,142.07, BCLRA is able to continue educational efforts for Burnett 
Countyõs lakes and rivers.  It is a healthy mission that BCLRA enjoys.   

The highlight of the 2013 annual meeting was the presentation by Randy 
Korb, The Frog Guy, to an audience of 60-75 participants, mostly chil-
dren.  What a fun and enlightening session!  With lots of frogs and critters 
to meet, Randy raised the level of awareness in kids towards amphibians 
and the importance of their habitat.   

BCLRA will continue to feature an educational component at its annual 
meetings.  Look for information about our next meeting in late June 2014 
in our BCLRA spring newsletter. 

Giving Backé I have been on the shores of North Sand Lake for almost 
60 yearsé WOW!!!!  North Sand Lake has given me a lifetime of family 
memories, fun, and bluegills.  What have I done for North Sand Lake?  I 
am reminded of John Kennedyõs quote ð òAsk not what your country can 
do for you, but what you can do for your country.ó  What can we do to 
help the cause of our Burnett County lakes and rivers?  There are lots of 
avenues to pursue that do not have to be a big deal and can be fun. 

Some thoughtsé. 

1. Take a child (grandchild) fishing. 
2. Join your local lake association. 
3. Get involved with the òShoreline Incentive Programó ð call Dave Fer-

ris at Burnett County Land & Water Conservation, 715-349-2186.  
This one will even save you money! 

4. Volunteer through your lake association for Clean Boats/Clean Wa-
ters. 

5. Help organize a lake association ð contact BCLRA ð we can help. 
6. Organize an Aquatic Plant Management Survey for your lake ð con-

tact Bob Baker, BCLRA. 
7. Allow your shoreline property to remain natural for the critters 

(allows for more playtime for you!). 
8. Attend the Wisconsin Lakes Conference in April in Stevens Point (see 

page 1 for more information) ð awesome conference. 
9. Attend the Northwest Wisconsin Lakes Conference in June - another 

awesome experience ð contact BCLRA. 
10. Encourage your children/grandchildren to journal their outdoor/

critter experiences ð it tunes them in. 

This list is endless.  Take a moment and think about what your lake has 
given youémaybe we can all give back a bit. 

Message from the President  
By Roger Noe, BCLRA 

http://burnett.uwex.edu
mailto:mike.kornman@ces.uwex.edu
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Grow with the 2014 Lake  
 Leaders Program  

By Mike Kornmann, UW -Extension  

H ow many of you have thought about taking on a 
leadership role with your lake association?  
Have you been asked?  One of the reasons for 

not being on the board that I hear from lakeshore owners 
across the county is òI 
donõt know enough.ó  Re-
sources are available to 
help you take on a lake 
leader role, if you have the 
interest.  Every other year 
the UWEX/UW Stevens 
Point Lakes Program pro-
vides a Lake Leaders Insti-
tute that assists citizens in 
developing and enhancing 
both their technical and 
people skills, to enrich 
their communities and the 
waters within them.  Participants learn in an atmosphere 
of openness, trust, friendship and camaraderie.  There are 
three seminars, each lasting two days.  They are typically 
held during May, September, and October at retreat cen-
ters around the state, with the opportunity to take field 
trips, enjoy natural beauty, exchange ideas, and develop 
friendships. 

2014 Seminars 

Seminar I - Society and Environment:  
 Philosophy and Ethics of Lake Management 

Seminar II - Aquatic Ecology and Watershed  
 Management: Impact of Development on Lakes 

Seminar III - Organizations, People, Politics 

Your main investment will be your continued commit-
ment to Wisconsinõs lakes.  Graduates have taken their 
new skills and personal connections back to their com-
munities and are helping to preserve and protect Wiscon-
sin waters.  Graduates have been elected to town boards, 
county lake associations, the Wisconsin Association of 
Lakesõ board, and teams developing state water policy.  
The cost of the program is approximately $350, which 
covers lodging, meals, field trips, boats, equipment and 
materials for the three seminars.  Some participants are 

able to secure financial support from a local lake organi-
zation or other sponsorship.  Consider requesting funds 
from Burnett County Lakes and Rivers Association to 
assist with your participation. 

Past graduates of lake 
leaders include Burnett 
Countyõs own Susan 
Wallin.  Susan currently 
serves on the BCLRA 
board of directors and has 
served as president and in 
other roles.  She has also 
served on the Wisconsin 
Lakes board, bringing her 
leadership to the state  
level. 

If you have questions feel 
free to contact the UWEX Lakes Program, UWEX Bur-
nett County, or Susan Wallin.  

Our ability to be skillful leaders 

is fundamentally linked to the 

future of our lakes.  Please 

consider joining us or 

nominating a friend for the next 

Lake Leaders Institute. 
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Whatõs in a Name - Namekagon 
River Historical Names  
By Dave Thorson, Down to Earth Tours, 
downtoearthtours.com  

T 
he debate on the spelling of this unique place, 
lake, town, and wild river has been going on for 
well over 150 years, and undoubtedly will not end 

any time soon.  In a nutshell, the town and the local lake 
people spell it Namakagon - with 
an ôaõ in the second syllable.  Eve-
ryone else uses an ôeõ - 
Namekagon.  This bothers some, 
is irritating to others, and to the 
true local believers, their choice is 
ôgospelõ and set in stone.  First, we 
must be aware that words spoken 
by the Ojibwa people were written 
down as the listener, writers, or 
explorers heard them.  One per-
son may hear it one way and spell it as such, another 
something else.  There begins the problem.  An example 
is in the word naming the native people in this part of the 
world: Ojibwa, Ojibwe, Ojibway, Otchipwe and Chippe-
wa, for example, are five of the numerous spellings used, 

even today.  Researching the history of the word 
Namekagon or Namakagon does not settle the issue, but 
it does provide some insight.   

Letõs begin with the definition.  From the authoritative 
Dictionary of the Ojibway Language by 
Father Frederic Baraga (1885) the 
word name means sturgeon.  The 
suffix gun or gon puts a geograph-
ical context onto the word.  
Hence namekagon means place of 
the sturgeon.  This is sometimes 
confused with nama kowagon, 
which refers to the sturgeon weir 
or fish trap on the St. Croix River. 

At some point the Town of Namakagon took up this 
very issue and proclaimed their name would be Namak-
agon, and the lake followed suit, at least on local maps.  
Then there is also a tiny community on the east shore 
spelled the same.  

I studied the 1850õs Land Survey Maps.  I thought this 
surely would provide some answers and offer a bit of 
weight in determining the correct spelling.  I started at 
the riverõs mouth and moved town by town from the 
mouth upstream one hundred miles to the lake.  The 
names identified on the 1850õs maps for the river are: 
Namekagan; Namekagon; Nimacoggin; Nimekagon; 
Nimekagan; and Namakagan.  Count them - six different 
spellings.  Between the riverõs beginning at the lake and 
where the river enters the St. Croix, there were six differ-
ent spellings in eleven different township maps where the 
river was named. 

We ought to just agree to disagree and move on, and not 
lose any sleep over it.  Then recently, while visiting the 
Cumberland Library, I ran across an old logging photo of 
a camp in 1905, nine miles east of Cable.  The caption 
says it was located on Nemmacogan Lake.  Now we are 
up to seven spellings. Whether it is spelled with an ôeõ, or 
an ôaõ in the second syllable, or with a ôuõ or an ôaõ or an ôoõ 
in the last, it is just too darn complicated.  Take your 
pick! 

Words spoken by the 

Ojibwa people were 

written down as the 

listener, writers, or 

explorers heard them. 

Young Lake Sturgeon 

http://downtoearthtours.com/
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W hile many 
of us 
spend time 

on the lake where our 
cabin is located, many 
of us also spend time 
on a trip in a canoe 
on the Namekagon 
and St. Croix Rivers.  
Over the last two 
years, a new group 
has organized to 
advocate for a healthy 
Namekagon 
Watershed.  Many of 
the lakes in towns of 
Scott, Webb Lake, 
and Jackson are in the 
Namekagon 
watershed.  

The citizen-volunteer 
river organization in 
northwest Wisconsin 
is working to 
celebrate and 
conserve this national treasure.  Namekagon River 
Partnership, Inc. (NRP) is organized as a Chapter 181 
Wisconsin Non-Stock Corporation and has received IRS 
designation as a 501(c)(3) non-profit  public charity.  All 
memberships and donations are tax-deductible.  NRP has 
been approved by the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources as a Nonprofit Conservation Organization 
(NCO) and is thus eligible to apply for DNR River, Lake 
(Watershed), Aquatic Invasive Species, and Stewardship 
Grant Programs for funding. 

NRP works cooperatively with local citizens and 
businesses, governmental agencies, and non-profit 
organizations that share its interests in conserving the 
fishery and the plant and animal habitat of the 
Namekagon River.  NRP aspires to be a positive and 
proactive voice of the river, and to operate transparently.  
We will increase the visibility of the river, retell its history, 

and advance a science-based discussion. 

What we have been working on:  

Annual Namekagon River Cleanup event in 
partnership with National Park Service (April 2012 & 
2013),  
Youth paddles in partnership with the Canoes on 
Wheels program,  
Effort to establish a family friendly river paddling 
atmosphere on the Namekagon River, 
Growing our organizational capacity through DNR 
River Protection Planning Grant funding, 
Collaboration with watershed stakeholders and 
planning for an anticipated watershed study. 

If you would like to volunteer or participate in a 
Namekagon River Partnership program, visit 
namekagon.org for more information. 

You Can Help the  
Namekagon Partnership  

By Mike Kornmann, UW -Extension  

Namekagon River Watershed, Northwest Wisconsin 

http://namekagon.org/
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Did You Know Most Leeches Are Not 
Blood Suckers? 
By Bleu Heindl, UW Stevens Point Student  

I n Wisconsin, our abundance of lakes, streams and 
ponds make it natural for you to come across a leech 
or two.  I recently discovered that there are actually 

26 species of leeches in Wisconsin, 11 of which were all 
found in the 
same lake!  Many 
people are fearful 
of leeches but 
donõt necessarily 
know why.  
Maybe it is 
because they could suck your blood, or perhaps itõs their 
slimy, black, undulating body thatõs so frightening, or 
maybe itõs simply the fear of the unknown! 

After doing some research on leeches, I realized some of 
the tremendous things they do.  In more ways than one, 
leeches should be recognized as a blessing in disguise, 
rather than something to fear.  Many of us know that 
leeches are great bait for fishing, but their benefits to 
humans go far beyond catching that next walleye.   

Because a leechõs nervous system is 
very similar to that of a humanõs, they 
are a great benefit to us in our quest 
to find answers to many health 
problems.  Even though a leech has 
three jaws and 300 teeth, its saliva 
contains a natural anesthetic (which is 
why you canõt feel it latch on), along 
with a natural anti-inflammatory, and 
an agent that prevents bacteria from 
infecting a wounded area.  A leechõs 
saliva also contains a vasodilator, 
which causes human blood vessels to 
open, and an anti-coagulant that can 
help blood from pooling near a 
wound, which is remarkably effective 
in saving a limb.  In a way, leeches are 
like teeny, tiny, natural drug stores, 
and they have been used for medical 
purposes as far back as 460 BC.   

Leeches are now classified as FDA-

approved medical devices and are used as tools in 
medical procedures such as skin grafting and 
reattachment surgery.  They have also been used during 
plastic surgery for improving brain circulation.  Some 

leech therapy can cause infection due to 
a bacterium (Aeromonas) that lives in the 
leechõs digestive system.   

If you do find a leech attached to your 
ankle and are terrified of it drinking all of 
your blood, donõt worry.  Leeches, on 

average, can only drink five times their body weight, 
which usually only amounts to about 20 milliliters (0.67 
ounces) per hour of feeding.  When theyõve had enough, 
they will simply fall off, and then can go for up to 6 
months between meals!  Most leeches are not even 
parasitic; their idea of a good meal includes worms, snails, 
insect larvae and crustaceans.   

So, are leeches a friend or foe? Weõre not saying you have 
to pick sides, but consider all of the marvelous things 
they do before you run away screaming. 

Leeches should be recognized 

as a blessing in disguise. 

 

From Historia Medica by W. van den Bossche, 1638  


